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— « EE#HE : Philip James de Loutherbourg

Here is a young artist who in making his debut puts himself, with the beauty of his
sites and rustic scenes, with the freshness of his mountains, with the truth of his
animals, on a par with old Berchem, and who dares challenge him with the vigor of
his brush, his understanding of natural and artificial light, and other qualities ... Take
up the brush you'’ve just dipped into light, water, clouds; the various phenomena
filling your head that you have only to fix to the canvas. While you busy yourself
during the brilliant midday hours painting the freshness of the morning, the sky is
preparing a new spectacle... (Denis Diderot, 1765 Salon)
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Philip James de Loutherbourg, Coalbrookdale by Night 1801, oil on canvas, H

68 x W 107 cm, Science Museum, London
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Philip James de Loutherbourg, Defeat of the Spanish Armada, 8 August
1588, 1796, oil on canvas, H 214.6 x W 278.1 cm, National Maritime Museum,
London
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Evans, Mark, 2005, The Painted World: from illumination to abstraction, London,
V&A Publication.

ART UK website: https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/coalbrookdale-by-night-
179866

Royal Museums Greenwich website:
https://www.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/rmgc-object-11756

Museum of Fine Arts Boston website: https://collections.mfa.org/objects/31102
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